Complete Survey Results

The results of this study are based on 1,485 telephone interviews conducted with a national random sample of

adults aged 18 and older. It was conducted between November 5 and November 16. The margin of error for the

overall sample is plus or minus 2.5 percentage points.

Results of less than 0.5 are signified by an asterisk (*). Results of zero are signified by a dash (-). Responses

may not always total 100% due to rounding. Combining answer categories may produce slight discrepancies

between the numbers in these survey results and numbers in the report.
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2 Did you vote in person on November 4, 2008?
Yes 80 78 88 78 82
No 20 22 12 22 18
[VOL] Don’t know * * R R R
3 Did you vote by mail (such as an absentee ballot), or vote in
person before November 4, 2008?
Base: Did not vote in person on November 4 (n=345)
Vote by mail 63 66 46 58 72
Vote in person 36 34 54 41 28
[VOL] Don’t know * - - 1 -
4 How did you cast your vote? Was it...
Base: Those who voted in person (n=1,260)
A paper ballot using a pencil or pen 51 53 35 46 56
A paper punch card ballot 3 2 2 3 4
Recorded on a computer screen 26 25 41 31 20
Mechanical voting machine, or 19 19 21 19 18
Something else 1 1 1 1 1
[VOL] Don’t know * * - * 1
5 Was this your first time voting?
Yes 11 10 15 9 14
No 89 90 85 91 86
[VOL] Don’t know - - - - -
Thinking about the days leading up to when you voted, Please
6 tell me if you agree strongly, agree somewhat, disagree
somewhat or disagree strongly with the following:
(SCRAMBLED)
6a |talked alot about the issues that came up during the
Presidential campaign with people | know
Agree strongly 55 54 64 62 47
Agree somewhat 24 25 18 22 28
Neither agree nor disagree 6 6 5 4 7
Disagree somewhat 9 9 8 8 10
Disagree strongly 5 5 2 4 6
[VOL] Don’t know * * 2 * 1
6b | was more excited about voting this year than in previous
elections
Agree strongly 49 43 86 49 49
Agree somewhat 15 18 6 16 15
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Neither agree nor disagree 10 11 2 11 8
Disagree somewhat 13 15 2 13 13
Disagree strongly 11 12 4 10 13
[VOL] Don’t know 1 * - * 1
6c There was less negative campaigning this year than in previous
elections
Agree strongly 12 11 20 9 16
Agree somewhat 17 15 26 18 16
Neither agree nor disagree 9 9 6 10 7
Disagree somewhat 21 23 13 22 20
Disagree strongly 38 39 32 39 38
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 3 2 3
7 Which comes closer to your view, even if neither is exactly right:
(ROTATE)
Overall, the campaign process helped you sort through the issues and decide 59 57 82 59 60
who you wanted to vote for [OR]
Overall, the campaign process made it harder to sort through the issues and 32 36 9 34 30
decide who you wanted to vote for
[VOL] Don’t know 7 6 7 7 8
We’d like to know how well -organized you find different places
8 that you visit. For example, overall how organized would you
say... (SCRAMBLED)
Base: Those who voted in person (n=1,260)
8a The post office was the last time you mailed a letter or package
there
Very organized 65 67 64 67 61
Somewhat organized 25 22 25 25 25
Not very organized 5 5 2 4 5
Not at all organized 3 2 6 2 3
[VOL] Never done this 2 2 1 1 3
[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 2 1 2
8b  Your local bank the last time you made a deposit or withdrawal
Very organized 78 79 75 80 76
Somewhat organized 14 15 12 14 15
Not very organized 1 1 - 1 1
Not at all organized 1 1 2 1 1
[VOL] Never done this 3 2 8 2 4
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 2 2 2
8c Your closest Department of Motor Vehicles the last time you had
your license renewed or changed
Very organized 54 52 67 57 50
Somewhat organized 30 31 23 28 33
Not very organized 6 7 2 6 7
Not at all organized 5 6 3 5 5
[VOL] Never done this 1 1 3 1 2
[VOL] Don’t know 3 3 * 2 3
8d Your local McDonalds, Burger King or other fast food restaurant
the last time you ordered food there
Very organized 35 35 40 34 36
Somewhat organized 39 39 36 41 37
Not very organized 9 9 7 9 9
Not at all organized 5 5 9 6 4
[VOL] Never done this 7 8 3 6 8
[VOL] Don’t know 4 4 6 4 5
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8e The polling place where you voted in this last election
Very organized 79 80 80 81 75
Somewhat organized 16 16 14 14 18
Not very organized 3 3 3 3 4
Not at all organized 1 1 3 1 1
[VOL] Never done this * * - * *
[VOL] Don’t know * * - * *
9 How would you rate your overall voting experience this year?
Would you say it was...?
Mostly positive 69 67 86 71 67
Somewhat positive 20 22 11 18 23
Somewhat negative 5 6 1 4 6
Mostly negative 4 3 2 4 2
[VOL] Don’t know 2 1 * 1 2
10 Overall would you say your experience voting this year was a
better experience or aworse experience than the last time you
voted?
Base: Voted previously (n=1,423)
Much better 32 27 70 33 31
Somewhat better 40 44 19 39 41
Somewhat worse 11 12 1 11 11
Much worse 4 4 2 5 2
[VOL] Don’t know 12 12 6 11 13
I’'m going to read two phrases, for each one please tell me which
one comes closer to the experience you had in your polling
11 place when voting this year, even if neither is exactly right:
(SCRAMBLED)
Base: Voted in person (n=1,260)
11a Inviting or uninviting
Inviting 89 89 96 90 88
uninviting 8 8 3 7 8
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 1 2 2
11b Safe or unsafe
safe 99 99 100 99 98
unsafe 1 1 - * 1
[VOL] Don’t know * * - 1 *
11c Frustrating or not frustrating
frustrating 11 10 12 14 9
not frustrating 87 89 87 85 90
[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 - 1 1
11d Took too long or did not take too long
took too long 12 11 14 13 10
did not take too long 87 89 86 86 89
[VOL] Don’t know * * * * *
11f Easy to get to or difficult to get to
easy to get to 97 97 99 98 95
difficult to get to 3 2 1 2 4
* * * *

[VOL] Don’t know
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Now think about the experience you had when you went to vote.
Please tell me if you agree strongly, agree somewhat, neither
12 agree nor disagree, disagree somewhat or disagree strongly
with the following... (SCRAMBLED)
Base: Voted in person (n=1,260)
12a The people working at my polling place did a good job overall
Agree strongly 84 84 88 84 83
Agree somewhat 11 11 6 11 11
Neither agree nor disagree 1 1 2 1 2
Disagree somewhat 2 2 1 2 1
Disagree strongly 1 1 2 1 2
[VOL] Don’t know 1 * - * 1
12b Poll workers could not answer people’s questions
Agree strongly 6 5 11 6 6
Agree somewhat 5 4 4 3 6
Neither agree nor disagree 6 7 2 5 8
Disagree somewhat 13 11 21 13 14
Disagree strongly 64 66 60 68 59
[VOL] Don’t know 5 5 3 4 6
12c |think the poll workers were biased for one of the candidates
Agree strongly 5 3 10 5 5
Agree somewhat 2 3 2 3 1
Neither agree nor disagree 5 4 6 5 5
Disagree somewhat 8 7 14 10 6
Disagree strongly 77 80 65 75 79
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 4 2 2
12d | had to wait in line way too long
Agree strongly 8 7 13 10 6
Agree somewhat 4 4 6 4 4
Neither agree nor disagree 2 2 3 1 3
Disagree somewhat 8 7 12 10 6
Disagree strongly 76 79 65 74 79
[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 1 1 1
12e | had to wait outside for a while
Agree strongly 11 8 28 14 6
Agree somewhat 5 5 6 5 5
Neither agree nor disagree 1 1 2 1 1
Disagree somewhat 5 4 7 3 7
Disagree strongly 76 81 54 75 78
[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 2 1 1
12f 1 had a hard time finding parking at my polling place
Agree strongly 5 5 9 6 4
Agree somewhat 6 6 1 7 5
Neither agree nor disagree 4 3 5 3 5
Disagree somewhat 9 10 6 7 11
Disagree strongly 74 75 75 75 72
[VOL] Don’t know 2 1 3 2 1
12g Ithink some people at my polling place were not allowed to vote,
even though they were eligible
Agree strongly 1 1 3 2 *
Agree somewhat 4 4 4 5 2
Neither agree nor disagree 7 8 4 8 7
Disagree somewhat 8 8 9 8 7
Disagree strongly 71 71 70 71 71
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[VOL] Don’t know 9 8 9 6 12

12h 1think people at my polling place who may not have been
eligible were allowed to vote

Agree strongly 4 4 5 5 3
Agree somewhat 3 3 2 4 2
Neither agree nor disagree 8 9 4 7 10
Disagree somewhat 9 9 11 7 11

Disagree strongly 66 65 73 68 64

[VOL] Don’t know 9 9 4 9 8
12i |1 am worried that the results from MY polling place may not have
been accurate
Agree strongly 4 3 6 4 3
Agree somewhat 4 4 2 5 2
Neither agree nor disagree 3 3 2 2 3
Disagree somewhat 11 11 16 10 11
Disagree strongly 77 78 73 76 77
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 1 1 2
12j 1 knew exactly where my polling place was
Agree strongly 89 88 96 91 86
Agree somewhat 5 5 - 4 5
Neither agree nor disagree 1 1 - 1 1
Disagree somewhat 3 4 3 2 5
Disagree strongly 2 2 1 2 1
[VOL] Don’t know * * . * 1
13 Did a poll worker question you about whether you were
registered to vote or not?
Yes 34 33 36 34 34
No 62 64 62 64 61
[VOL] Don’t know 3 3 2 2 4
Why did you vote early or by absentee ballot? For each that |
14 read please tell me if it was areason or not: (SCRAMBLED)
Base: Did not vote in person on November 4 (n=345)
1l4a Had an unpleasant experience at the polls last time
Yes, is a reason 4 3 8 4 3
No is not a reason 93 93 92 92 96
[VOL] Don’t know 3 3 - 4 2
14b It’s too difficult for me to vote on a week day because of my job,
because of child care or for other reasons
Yes, is a reason 30 31 10 30 31
No is not a reason 67 66 90 70 63
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 - 1 5
14c | knew my mind was made up on who to vote for
Yes, is a reason 74 73 70 81 64
No is not a reason 25 26 30 19 34
[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 - * 2
14d Someone recommended this to me
Yes, is a reason 25 23 33 23 27
No is not a reason 73 75 67 76 67
[VOL] Don’t know 2 3 - - 6
14e It was just more convenient this way
Yes, is a reason 86 84 95 87 84
No is not a reason 13 14 5 12 14

[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 - 1 2
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14f | was out of town
Yes, is a reason 18 17 12 20 15
No is not a reason 81 82 88 80 83
[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 - - 2
14g It would be physically difficult to vote in person
Yes, is a reason 24 26 9 22 29
No is not a reason 73 72 83 e 67
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 8 1 3
14h Wanted to make sure my vote was counted
Yes, is a reason 57 55 68 61 50
No is not a reason 41 43 30 37 a7
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 2 2 3
15 In the next Presidential election do you think you will vote on
Election Day ,vote early or will you probably not vote at all?
Vote on Election Day 60 62 48 63 57
Vote early 34 33 48 32 35
Not vote at all 2 1 2 1 2
[VOL] Don’t know 4 4 2 4 5
Please tell me if you agree strongly, agree somewhat, neither
16 agree nor disagree, disagree somewhat or disagree strongly
with the following... (SCRAMBLED)
16a | believe my vote made a difference in this election
Agree strongly 54 50 86 56 51
Agree somewhat 19 21 9 19 20
Neither agree nor disagree 6 6 * 4 7
Disagree somewhat 9 10 * 9 9
Disagree strongly 11 12 4 11 10
[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 * * 2
16b Overall, | am happy | spent the time voting
Agree strongly 86 88 78 91 79
Agree somewhat 9 8 6 6 13
Neither agree nor disagree 1 1 1 1 2
Disagree somewhat 2 1 8 2 2
Disagree strongly 2 1 6 1 3
[VOL] Don’t know * * 1 * *
16¢ | found my ballot to be difficult to understand
Agree strongly 3 3 4 3 2
Agree somewhat 7 7 5 7 7
Neither agree nor disagree 2 2 - 2 1
Disagree somewhat 14 15 9 13 16
Disagree strongly 73 73 82 75 71
[VOL] Don’t know * * - * 1
16d | feel like | am part of a democracy when | vote
Agree strongly 71 71 79 74 66
Agree somewhat 16 17 10 16 17
Neither agree nor disagree 4 3 1 2 6
Disagree somewhat 4 4 3 4 5
Disagree strongly 3 3 6 2 4
[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 * 1 1
16e | feel guilty when | don’t vote
Agree strongly 54 53 64 56 51
Agree somewhat 17 19 4 18 16
Neither agree nor disagree 6 6 3 6 5
Disagree somewhat 8 8 7 6 11
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Disagree strongly 10 9 20 9 12
[VOL] Don’t know 4 4 2 5 3
16f 1don’t really think they have done nearly enough to make voting
convenient for people who have to work or have other
obligations.
Agree strongly 14 13 20 15 14
Agree somewhat 13 12 14 15 11
Neither agree nor disagree 5 6 2 2 9
Disagree somewhat 18 20 7 15 23
Disagree strongly 47 47 54 52 41
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 2 2 2
16g |like voting in person because | feel more like part of the
community
Agree strongly 60 58 77 60 61
Agree somewhat 17 18 7 18 15
Neither agree nor disagree 8 8 2 8 7
Disagree somewhat 7 7 9 8 7
Disagree strongly 6 7 4 5 7
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 1 1 3
16h 1don’t really think they have done nearly enough to make sure
that votes are collected and counted accurately.
Agree strongly 15 13 24 14 15
Agree somewhat 12 13 10 14 10
Neither agree nor disagree 9 10 7 7 13
Disagree somewhat 20 21 18 21 19
Disagree strongly 39 39 35 40 37
[VOL] Don’t know 5 4 6 4 5
16i Itryto vote in every election, including local elections
Agree strongly 70 72 66 77 61
Agree somewhat 14 11 23 12 15
Neither agree nor disagree 4 4 1 3 4
Disagree somewhat 7 7 4 5 10
Disagree strongly 5 5 4 2 9
[VOL] Don’t know * * 2 * *
17 Which comes closer to your view, even if neither is exactly right:
(ROTATE)
| think we need to do as much as we can to get everyone to vote [OR] 67 64 81 65 69
If some people aren’t interested enough to vote, they might not make such a 29 32 16 31 28
good decision anyway
[VOL] Don’t know 4 4 3 4 2
How concerned are you that the following may have happened
18 in the 2008 Presidential election, even if it did not happen to you.
Would you say...?
(SCRAMBLE ITEMS a-f; ITEM g ALWAYS LAST)
18a There may have been human error in counting the votes
Very concerned 27 25 43 26 29
Somewhat concerned 29 31 23 33 25
Not too concerned 21 23 8 19 22
Not at all concerned 20 20 25 20 21
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 1 2 1
18b Some people who are registered to vote may not have been
allowed to vote
Very concerned 36 34 50 37 34
Somewhat concerned 20 20 16 19 20
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Not too concerned 16 18 2 16 15
Not at all concerned 25 24 28 26 25
[VOL] Don’t know 3 3 3 2 4
18c Some people were not allowed to register to vote
Very concerned 33 31 51 35 30
Somewhat concerned 20 21 14 18 22
Not too concerned 17 18 6 16 17
Not at all concerned 24 24 25 26 22
[VOL] Don’t know 6 5 4 4 7
18d The voting machines were faulty
Very concerned 25 23 41 26 25
Somewhat concerned 17 19 7 19 15
Not too concerned 18 18 20 18 19
Not at all concerned 35 36 30 35 37
[VOL] Don’t know 3 4 2 3 3
18e There were organized systemic efforts to discourage voting
among some groups
Very concerned 36 33 54 38 32
Somewhat concerned 15 16 10 15 16
Not too concerned 17 19 8 16 18
Not at all concerned 28 28 26 27 30
[VOL] Don’t know 3 3 3 3 3
18f There were organized, systematic efforts to register people who
weren’t eligible
Very concerned 39 39 39 40 38
Somewhat concerned 23 25 15 22 24
Not too concerned 16 15 24 17 14
Not at all concerned 17 16 20 16 19
[VOL] Don’t know 4 4 2 4 5
18g That Barack Obama really did not win this election
Very concerned 22 19 47 19 26
Somewhat concerned 5 6 2 6 5
Not too concerned 10 11 3 10 10
Not at all concerned 58 59 47 60 54
[VOL] Don’t know 3 3 1 3 4
19 Which comes closer to your own view, even if none is exactly
right: (ROTATE)
The way the election process was handled in my district this year gives me 25 23 a2 25 25
more confidence in how my local government does business
The way the election process was handled in my district this year gives me 8 7 12 10 7
less confidence in how my local government does business
The way the election process was handled in my district this year does not 65
change how | view my local government 63 67 40 62
[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 6 3 3
Please tell me if you agree strongly, agree somewhat, disagree
20 somewhat or disagree strongly with the following:
(SCRAMBLED)
20a Itis important to stay informed about issues in my community
Agree strongly 83 84 85 88 76
Agree somewhat 13 13 9 10 17
Neither agree nor disagree 1 1 3 1 2
Disagree somewhat 1 1 1 * 2
Disagree strongly 1 1 1 * 2
[VOL] Don’t know 1 * 1 * 1
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20b lintend to follow national news next year as much or more as |

did during the campaign

Agree strongly 54 53 59 57 50

Agree somewhat 25 25 25 22 28

Neither agree nor disagree 9 9 8 10 8

Disagree somewhat 6 7 3 5 8

Disagree strongly 6 5 5 6 4

[VOL] Don’t know 1 * * * 1
20c lintend to participate in community activities as much or more

next year, such as in the PTA, with my church or synagogue, my

block association, or with organizations like the rotary club,

more than | did this year

Agree strongly 32 28 62 40 21

Agree somewhat 27 29 18 30 23

Neither agree nor disagree 13 14 4 12 15

Disagree somewhat 14 15 5 10 19

Disagree strongly 12 12 10 6 19

[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 * 2 2
20d | plan on giving as much or more to charity next year

Agree strongly 34 33 44 40 27

Agree somewhat 27 26 30 29 25

Neither agree nor disagree 16 17 11 14 18

Disagree somewhat 12 13 8 9 15

Disagree strongly 8 9 6 6 12

[VOL] Don’t know 2 2 - 2 2
20e | plan on being as or more active in political campaigns over the

next few years

Agree strongly 31 29 44 38 20

Agree somewhat 22 20 30 24 20

Neither agree nor disagree 16 18 12 14 19

Disagree somewhat 15 17 5 12 20

Disagree strongly 14 14 9 10 18

[VOL] Don’t know 2 1 - 1 2
21 How many times would you say you have volunteered in the

past year, either for a campaign, a political cause, with your

place of worship, or in any other manner. Would you say...?

Not at all 36 37 38 16 62

A few times in the past year, or 35 36 32 34 36

On a frequent basis 28 27 30 49 -

[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 - 1 1
22 Last year did you give any money to charity, including your

place of worship or not?

Yes 86 87 86 92 79

No 13 13 13 8 19

[VOL] Don’t know * * 1 * 1
23 Was the total that you gave last year more or less than $3007?

Base: Gave money last year (n=1,348)

More 66 68 57 72 58

Less 29 28 42 23 39

[VOL] Don’t know 3 2 2 3 2
24 Last year did you give any money to a political campaign, party

or cause?

Yes 20 21 14 26 12

No 79 78 86 73 87

[VOL] Don’t know
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25 Last year did you participate in any organizations like the PTA,
rotary club, neighborhood association or to a political club or
not?
Yes 34 34 29 59 -
No 65 65 71 40 98
[VOL] Don’t know * * * * *
26 Last year, were you active in a church, synagogue or other faith-
based organization or not?
Yes 57 58 62 63 49
No 41 42 37 36 49
[VOL] Don’t know 1 * - 1 *
27 Last year, did you attend any local meetings like school board or
city council meetings
Yes 36 35 41 63 -
No 64 65 58 37 99
[VOL] Don’t know * * * * *
28 Which comes closer to your view?
Base: Voted previously (n=1,423)
| regularly vote in elections, including non-presidential elections 75 77 68 81 67
| regularly vote, though usually in presidential elections 17 15 23 15 20
| vote, but not regularly 8 7 8 4 12
[VOL] Don’t know 1 * 1 * 2
29 In the 2008 election who did you vote for President? Did you
vote for...?
John McCain 35 41 3 38 31
Barack Obama 50 43 93 a7 54
Someone else 4 4 1 4 3
[VOL] Don’t know 1 1 * 1 1
Demographics
Total
(n=1,485)
%
Gender
Male 48
Female 52
Age
18-24 10
25-34 17
35-44 18
45-54 21
55-64 16
65-74 9
75 or older 7
Refused 1
Level of education
Less than High School 10
High School Graduate 25
Some College/Vocational 33
College Graduate 20
Post-Graduate 10
Refused/Don’t know 2
Estimated Income for 2007
Less than $15,000 8
$15,000 to $29,999 14
$30,000 to $49,999 16
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$50,000 to $74,999 13
$75,000 to $99,999 12
$100,000 or more 19
Refused 10
Race/Ethnicity
White/Caucasian 68
Black/African American 11
Hispanic/Spanish/Latino 13
Other 4
Refused 3
Region
West 24
North Central 23
Northeast 17
South 36




